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the eyes, which are red in the male, being brown. Young
birds are like the hen, but less barred below.
The cock is nearly a foot and a half long, with the wing
over eight inches, and the shank three, the middle toe
being even longer than this. The hen is only fourteen
inches in length, with the wing seven inches, and the
shank about two and a half.
The Kora is found nearly all over the Empire in warm
wet districts and extends east to Japan and Java ; it is
supposed to be common, especially in Bengal, but I never
saw it in the Calcutta market, and have had one sent to me
by an experienced and observant Calcutta shikari as a
remarkable bird he did not know. It is a skulking nocturnal
bird, so is probably often passed over by sportsmen ; but
these habits would not save it from the poaching methods
of the bazaar pot-hunters. In Dacca, Sylhet and Assam,
it is often kept tame, and the tame males will grapple the
wild ones when let out to fight them, so that they can
thus be captured. I have heard that these tame birds are
sometimes hatched by a very ingenious method ; the egg
is put in some cotton-wool in a half shell of the cocoanut,
and this tied over a native's stomach till it hatches !
These eggs are of the usual Rail type, stone-coloured with
reddish and purplish spots, and rather over half an inch
long ; they are laid in the regular mass of vegetation among
reeds or on floating growth, in July and August. The note
of the bird is described as a loud booming, chiefly uttered
in the breeding-season. This species is chiefly a vegetable
feeder, and deserves attention from shikaries, as all agree
that it is excellent eating.

